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Synopsis

Called "an everyman’s guide to Washington" (The New York Times), P. J. O’'Rourke’s savagely
funny and national best-seller Parliament of Whores has become a classic in understanding the
workings of the American political system. Originally written at the end of the Reagan era, this new
edition includes an extensive foreword by the renowned political writer Andrew Ferguson -- showing
us that although the names and the players have changed, the game is still the same. Parliament of
Whores is an exuberant, broken-field run through the ethical foibles, pork-barrel flimflam, and
bureaucratic bullrorfle inside the Beltway that leaves no sacred cow unskewered and no politically
correct sensitivities unscorched. "Highly pungent and wickedly accurate observations ... [from a]
boisterous, pedal-to-the-floor humorist." -- The New York Times Book Review "Outrageous ... It is
insulting, inflammatory, profane, and absolutely great reading." -- The Washington Post Book World
"A gonzo civics book ... O’Rourke is like a trophy hunter let loose in an unguarded zoo." -- Chicago

Tribune
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Customer Reviews

(...)JAmong the current crop of humorists, P. J. O’'Rourke is one of the very best. Though it must be
acknowledged that he’s operating in a target rich environment, his stories of government stupidity,
overreach, waste, and arrogance are truly funny. He’s pretty much a libertarian, though made

uncomfortable by many of the social behaviors that it would allow and overly enamored of the



armed forces, so he’s just as likely to light out after stupid Republican ideas as he is to castigate
Democrats. Parliament of Whores finds him in the perfect position to flail both, as he follows George
Bush the elder to Washington in 1989, and sets out to examine the entire U. S.
government.Unsuspecting readers may assume that O’Rourke is just going to snidely lambaste
bureaucrats, politicians, institutions, and government generally, but that assumption really
underestimates him. He’s after much bigger game, as he reveals in the title of the book : Every
government is a parliament of whores. The trouble is, in a democracy, the whores are us.The
various government employees and elected officials actually come out looking pretty good. As
portrayed by O’Rourke, they seem for the most part to be genuinely dedicated to their work and
trying to do the best they can. It is the American people who come out of this looking pretty awful.
Time and again, as he shows how useless, wasteful, and outrageously expensive the myriad
government programs are, O’Rourke also makes it clear that they exist, and exist at such bloated
sizes, because they have constituencies. And those constituencies are not the easily caricatured

and vilified underclass, they are more often the regular work-a-day middle classes.
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